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Chapter 15 Settlement Frameworks

Introduction

The purpose of this chapter is to set out spatial planning frameworks and associated land use zoning
objectives to guide development within 60 settlements of Layer 2 and Layer 3 of the Settlement
Structure set out in the Core Strategy in Chapter 2A of Part B of this Plan. These frameworks have
been termed settlement frameworks and are listed (with their associated map numbers) in Table 15.1
below.

The settlement frameworks are designed to be sufficiently geographically specific to successfully
manage the overall pattern and type of development in these urban areas in order to achieve the
following planning objectives:

=  Create compact urban forms, protect the rural character of adjoining rural areas, and delineate
the geographical extent of urban and rural policies of this Plan by setting an outer development
envelope/boundary for each settlement.

= Comply with the Core Strategy in terms of the provision of housing units by identifying a specific
amount of residential land for each settlement.

= Ensure that new residential development is located in close proximity to local services,
infrastructure and amenities and takes place in a sequential manner outwards from the settlement
core.

] Create vibrant, consolidated, and accessible town centres which are the core of retail, commercial,
cultural and community life within the settlements.

= Provide an adequate level of recreational and environmental amenity by protecting existing
open/green spaces, reserving sufficient land for amenity purposes and protecting pedestrian
linkages.

=  Reserve sufficient land for educational, community and tourism purposes in appropriate locations.
= Protect specific development opportunities through the designation of opportunity sites.
=  Provide for future road development by protecting infrastructural corridors.

To this end the Settlement Frameworks identify settlement envelopes, town centre boundaries, and
zone land for inter alia residential, amenity, community and opportunity purposes.

In addition each Settlement Framework also consists of lands that, although not positively zoned for a
particular use, can be used a variety of purposes such as community, educational, recreational, health
and employment on a case by case basis and will thus help to achieve the abovementioned planning
objectives.

The Settlement Frameworks are not designed to be exhaustive in the presentation of all the relevant
matters that may be considered in the determining of a planning application, as further issues may
evolve over time or may be pertinent in certain site specific cases. Policy frameworks and land zoning
maps for the towns of Letterkenny, Buncrana and Bundoran (which supersede the Development Plans
for these towns) have been set out in Chapters 12, 13 and 14 of this part of the Plan.
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Table 15.1:  List of Settlement Framework Maps

MAP NUMBER SETTLEMENT

LAYER 2A STRATEGIC TOWNS

MAP 15.1 AN CLOCHAN LIATH (DUNGLOE)
MAP 15.2 BALLYBOFEY/STRANORLAR
MAP 15.3 BALLYSHANNON

MAP 15.4 CARNDONAGH

MAP 15.5 DONEGAL TOWN

MAP 15.6 KILLYBEGS

LAYER 2B STRATEGIC TOWNS

MAP 15.7 AILT AN CHORRAIN (BURTONPORT)
MAP 15.8 AN BUN BEG/DOIRT BEAGA (BUNBEG-DERRYBEG)
MAP 15.9 AN CHARRAIG (CARRICK)

MAP 15.10 AN FAL CARRACH (FALCARRAGH)
MAP 15.11 ARDARA

MAP 15.12 BALLYLIFFEN

MAP 15.13 BRIDGEND

MAP 15.14 DUNFANAGHY

MAP 15.15 GLENTIES

MAP 15.16 GREENCASTLE

MAP 15.17 LIFFORD

MAP 15.18 MALIN

MAP 15.19 MOVILLE

MAP 15.20 RAMELTON

MAP 15.21 RAPHOE

LAYER 3 RURAL TOWNS AND OPEN COUNTRYSIDE

MAP 15.22 ANAGAIRE (ANNAGRY)

MAP 15.23 BALLINTRA

MAP 15.24 BRUCKLESS

MAP 15.25 BURNFOOT

MAP 15.26 CARRAIG AIRT (CARRIGART)
MAP 15.27 CARRIGANS

MAP 15.28 CARROWKEEL

MAP 15.29 CASTLEFINN

MAP 15.30 CILL CHARTAIGH (KILCAR)
MAP 15.31 CLONMANY

MAP 15.32 CONVOY

MAP 15.33 CREESLOUGH

MAP 15.34 CULDAFF

MAP 15.35 AN DUCHORAIDH (DOOCHARY)
MAP 15.36 DUNKINEELY

MAP 15.37 FAHAN
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MAP 15.38 BAILE NA FINNE (FINTOWN)
MAP 15.39 FROSSES
MAP 15.40 GLEANN CHOLM CILLE (GLENCOLMCILLE)
MAP 15.41 GLENEELY
MAP 15.42 GORT AN CHOIRCE (GORTAHORK)
MAP 15.43 KILLEA
MAP 15.44 KILLYGORDON
MAP 15.45 KILMACRENNAN
MAP 15.46 LAGHY
MAP 15.47 LOCH AN IUIR (LOUGHANURE)
MAP 15.48 MANORCUNNINGHAM
MAP 15.49 MILFORD
MAP 15.50 MOUNTCHARLES
MAP 15.51 MUFF
MAP 15.52 NA DUNAIBH (DOWNINGS)
MAP 15.53 NEWTOWNCUNNINGHAM
MAP 15.54 PETTIGO
MAP 15.55 PORTNABLAGH
MAP 15.56 PORTSALON
MAP 15.57 QUIGLEYS POINT
MAP 15.58 RATHMULLAN
MAP 15.59 ROSSNOWLAGH
MAP 15.60 ST JOHNSTON

Land Use Zoning Objectives

The zoning objectives set out in Table 15.2 relate to land zoned in the settlement frameworks and
should be read in conjunction with the wider policies contained in Part B of this Development Plan.

Relevant land use zoning objectives in respect of Letterkenny, Buncrana and Bundoran are contained
in the relevant chapters of this part of the Plan.

On zoned lands within the Settlement Frameworks, applications may be granted where the Planning
Authority considers that the proposed use or development would comply with the zoning objective of
the area and would otherwise comply with the policies of the Plan and would be in accordance with
the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.
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Table 15.2:  Land Use Zoning Objectives relating to Settlement Framework Maps

LAND USE ZONE OBJECTIVE

Residential To reserve land primarily for residential development

Amenity To reserve and enhance land for formal and informal amenity and open space
purposes, and to make provision for new recreation, leisure and community
facilities

Opportunity Sites To provide for specific development opportunities that are appropriate in terms

of mix of use and compatibility with the wider area whilst recognising features
of importance that are specific to the site

Town Centre To sustain and strengthen the core of towns as the centres for commercial,
retail, cultural and community life

Education To reserve land for educational purposes which may include ancillary
recreational and childcare facilities

Tourism To reserve land for tourism related activities

Community Facilities To reserve land for community and institutional, cultural, recreational,

healthcare and amenity purposes

Town Centre To sustain and strengthen town centres as the core for commercial, retail,
cultural and community life

Infrastructure/Utilities To reserve land for provision of infrastructure, utilities and services

TEN-T PRIPD/Amenity? To reserve and enhance land for formal and informal amenity and open space
purposes, to make provision for new recreation, leisure and community facilities
and to provide for the development of the TEN-T Priority Route Improvement
Project, Donegal.?

TEN-T To conserve and enhance the quality and character of the area, to protect

PRIPD/Established residential amenity, to allow for development appropriate to the sustainable

Development3 growth of the settlement and to provide for the development of the TEN-T
Priority Route Improvement Project, Donegal.*

TEN-T PRIPD/ To reserve land for specific economic developments that are appropriate in

Opportunity Site® terms of mix of use and compatibility with the wider area whilst recognising

features of importance that are specific to the site and to provide for the
development of the TEN-T Priority Route Improvement Project, Donegal.®

TEN-T PRIPD/ Local To provide for limited one- off housing and small scale economic development
Environment” So as to ensure the continued settlement pattern and sequential and transitional
development of the towns through to rural areas and to provide for the
development of the TEN-T Priority Route Improvement Project, Donegal.®

TEN-T PRIPD/ To reserve and enhance land for formal and informal open space and amenity
Recreation and Amenity® | purposes, and to make provision for new amenity and recreation facilities and
to provide for the development of the TEN-T Priority Route Improvement
Project, Donegal.*°

TEN-T PRIPD/ Strategic To reserve land for residential development as a long term strategic landbank
Residential Reserve! and to provide for the development of the TEN-T Priority Route Improvement
Project, Donegal.!?

! As inserted by the Variation to the County Donegal Development Plan 2018-2014 in respect of the TEN-T Priority Route
Improvement Project, Donegal (Variation No. 1).
2 As inserted by the abovementioned variation.

3 As inserted by the abovementioned variation.

4 As inserted by the abovementioned variation.

5 As inserted by the abovementioned variation.

6 As inserted by the abovementioned variation.

7 As inserted by the abovementioned variation.

8 As inserted by the abovementioned variation.

9 As inserted by the abovementioned variation.
10 As inserted by the abovementioned variation.
11 As inserted by the abovementioned variation.

12 As inserted by the abovementioned variation.
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Settlement Framework Maps
Layer 2 Strategic Towns


































































Settlement Framework Maps
Layer 3 Rural Towns
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