-

DONEGAL DEMOCRAT

www.donegallive.ie

Thursday, November 28, 2024

Propsed Ballyshannon battery storage

facility refused

Chris McNuity
newsgdonegailive.ie

Planning permission has been
refused for the development of a
controversial battery storage
facility in Ballyshannon.

The plans for a grid services

facility at Tully and Raheen,
Ballyshannon were strongly
opposed by locals, Donegal
County Council has refused
permission for the proposed
development, the operational
lifetime for which was said to be
35years, by Shoremane Limited. on

permission by council

The  development was

proposed to be located on lands
owned by Gerard Campbell and
Brian Campbell, who confirmed
their consent to the application.

Having requested further

information from the developer

its plans earlier this year, the

the public loca! inquiry are:

County Tyrone,

(iiy LA1O/2019/1386/F -

underground cabling

(iif) LAT1/2019/1000/F -

underground cabling.

following link:

https:

Liam Ward,
Director of Services,

Environmental Information has been received b

Tyrone area. The Department of Infrastructure (
will now be determined through an independen
Commission which is due to commence in Janu

33kV connection is ¢37.9 km in len
and double wooden pole sets and ¢l km of underground cabling.

¢ 15.1 km of the powerline is within the Ferman
of € 8.2 km of overhead line supported b

Locatlon: 737m NW of 56 Mull

33kV connection is ¢37.9 km in len
single and double wooden pole se

¢ 22.8 km of the powerline is within the Derr
of ¢ 18.7km of overhead line supported b

Locatlon: Adjoining 89 Woodend Road Ball
Woodend, Milltown, Ballee, Holl

Letterbrat, Glencoppogagh (Main Portion
24 Meenadoo Road Culvacullion

The Environment Information received by Done
Statement and an Ecology Statement, are bein

httgs:[waw.donegalcoco.ie[en[services[glanning[dev_elogment-ma
md-glanning—registerszp_ublications-notifications[

An electronic version of the 3 no, planning applications listed above, including the Environmental and
Ececlogical Statements, can be viewed by members of the public on the NI Planning Portal at

lanningre ister.glanningsystemni.gov.ul;[simgfe-search

The Environmental and Ecological Statements recelved by
inspection (by appointment) or purchase at a fee not
copy from 28th November 2024 to 6th January 2025
9am-12.3Cpm and 1pm-4.30pm {excluding Bank/Public Holidays) at the following location:

Planning Office, County House, Lifford, Co. Donegal.

Submissions or Cbservations in relation to the abov
to the Planning Authority, Donegal County Council, County House,
4.30pm on the 6th January 2025,

Dhiin na nGall
Donegal County Council

TRANSBOUNDARY NOTIFICATION PUBLIC NOTICE.

(In accordance with Article 132 of the Planning and
Development Regulations 2001 (as amended))

y Donegal County Council from the Department for
Infrastructure, Northern Ireland in relation to 3 no, pianning applications located primarily in the County
NI) has advised that it is intended that the applications
t public local inquiry by the Planning Appeals

ary 2025, The 3 ro. planning applications the subject of

(i) N.L RefNo: LAIO/2017/1249/F -
Proposal: Underground valuable minerals minin
including processing plant and other associate

Locatlon: lands NW of Greencastle, E of Rouskey, N of Crockanboy Rd,
N & S of Camcosy Rd., including lands 165m W of
Camcosy Rd and Crockanboy Rd, and lands 47m

Proposai: 33kV power line involving both construction of above ground 33kV overhead line
supported by wooden poles and underground 33kV cable laid below ground level in ducts, to
serve Curraghinalt mine (currently under consideration planning application LA10/2017/1249/F).
gth, comprising of ¢26.9 km of overhead line supported by
ts and ¢11 km of underground Cabling.

y City & Strabane District Council area comprising
y single and double wooden pole sets and ¢ 4.1 km of

Community Development & Planning Services.

agh & Omagh District Council area comprising
y single and double wooden pole sets and ¢ 6.9 km of

ydoo Road Greencastie, through townlands of Crockanboy,
Teebane West, Casorna, Rousky, Drumlea, Garvagh, Meenadoo, Trinamadan and Culvacullion
ending at 785m NW of 24 Meenadoo Road Culvacullion Gortin.

ymagorry, through townlands of Ballymagorry,
y-hill, Kennaghan, Owenreagh, Knockanbrack, Laguvittal,
Knockinarvoer, Craignagapple, Lagavadder, Ballykeery, Craigatuke, Meendamph, Balix Upper
3, Aghalane and Lisnacreaght ending at 68Tm NW of

gal County Council, ¢consisting of an Environmental
g made available by the Council to view online at the

nagement/publications-notifications-

Donegal County Council are available for L
exceeding the reasonable costs of making a
(both dates inclusive) between the hours of

g and exploration, surface level development
d development and ancillary works, Greencastle,

W of Muilydoo Road,

No. 45 Camcosy Road to the junction of
to the SE of 73 Crockanboy Rd.,

Proposal: 33kV power line involving both construction of above ground 33kV overhead line
supported by wooden poles and underground 33kV cable laid below ground level in ducts,
to serve Curraghinalt mine {currently under consideration planning application LA10/2017/1249/F).

gth, comprising of ¢26.9 km of cverhead line supported by single |

ementioned development may be made in Writing
Lifford, Co. Denegal on or before

local authority told the developer that it
still was not satisfied that the
development would not constitute a
hazardto road users.

“Having regard to the limited
capacity ofthelocal road serving the site
and details of the information
submitted to date,” cited the council in
the decision conveyed to Shoremane
Limited.

Thelocal authority said it had regard
particularly for the proposed use of
private space to the front of the existing
dwellings as passing bays without third
party consent; the proposed use of the
existing carriageway as passing bays
without appropriate widening or
strengthening measures; and an
absence of constricted passing baysofa
scale required to facilitate HGV
movements from the N3 junction to the
site entrance.

“The planning authority was not
satisfied that the development could
provide for the safety of road users in
accordance with the necessary
standards and guidelines,” the decision
document said.

“To permit the proposed
development would endanger public
safety by reason of a traffic hazard,
would be contrary to the County
Donegal Development Plan 2024-2030
and would thereby be contrary to the
proper planning and sustainable
development of the area.”

The company had sought a ten-year
permission for a grid services facility
comprising of: an enclosed battery
energy storage system compound
containing battery energy storage
containers, electrical inverters,
transformers and power control
centres; an enclosed synchronous
condenser compound containing a
horizontal synchronous generator
housed within a  synchronous
condenser building and ancillary
infrastructure including a flywheel,
transformer, circuit breaker and

cooling equipment; and underground
electrical and communications cabling.
The proposed development included

An example of 16 skids while 48 we;s planned for the Ballyshannon development

a site entrance from the 17965-1 local
road, an on-site access track and
security fencing and security gates.

Pole-mounted security cameras
were proposed as part of the application
and all associated and ancillary site
development, landsecaping and
reinstatement works were included.

An online petition against the
proposed development was signed by
342 people while over 20 submissions
against the application were lodged
with Donegal County Council.

“This beautiful town regarded as
Ireland’s oldest town does not need this
mongstrosity on the edge of it” one
objector wrote.

“This massive park is to be
shoe-horned in between a number of
houses by a virtually anonymous
company who didn't even have the
courtesy to discuss the project with
anybody in the community. The size of
this park is outrageous.”

Another person pointed to the visual
impact of go-foot synchronous
condenser units close to their residence
and raised concerns over the potential
environmental impact during both
construction and operation.

One of the submissions was signed
by 18 people while another had 33
signatures.

OBJECTORS

Among the objectors were Erne
Enterprise Development Company
Limited and Wild Ireland Defense CLG.

Some local residents expressed fears
over potential emergeney situations at
such a site with reference made to fires
at similar developments in Liverpool
and Viviez in France.

“The idea that an application would
be granted to uproot, destroy, and
obliterate the current landscape to
installa major industrial site with major
construction and potential hazardous
consequences is quite shocking”
remarked one person.

Shoremane Limited could take an
appeal on the decision to An Bord
Pleanala.



