



































Stage?2 asked the question ‘where are we going?”

Exploring the key messages from Stage 1, this second
stage focused on crafting a vision for Creeslough,
which builds upon its strengths and identifies a series
of strategic themes and actions to deliver change. A
set of eight mutually supported placemaking themes
were developed to underpin the overarching Vision for
Creeslough.

The participatory process involved engaging with
stakeholders to explore the emerging vision, themes,
and potential projects, as well as gaining additional local
knowledge and information.
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Stage 3 asked the question 'how do we get there?'

A range of “Priority Projects” had evolved throughout the
engagement and visioning stages, which were further
refined and tested. This stage focused on creating
initiatives, interventions and mechanisms that will shape
the future of the village.

The participatory process involved identifying ‘areas of
change’, developing potential projects, and outlining a
roadmap to delivery in the form of a ‘Delivery Plan’.

The benefits of stage 3 included establishing what the
community’s priority projects were, and identifying
what resources will be required to deliver these such as
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Creeslough boasts a rich historical fabric that spans from
prehistoric times to the present day. Its evolution has been
influenced by its coastal location, access to resources,
and connections to neighbouring settlements.

Archaeological findings reveal ancient habitation,
evidenced by megalithic tombs and standing stones

on the nearby Horn Head Peninsula, underscoring its
significance as a prehistoric centre. The village prospered
during the 17th century as an agricultural and fishing

hub, a growth trajectory amplified in the 19th century by
the introduction of a railway line linking Creeslough with
adjacent towns such as Letterkenny and Falcarragh.

Creeslough also offers a wealth of arts and cultural
heritage, enriched by notable figures such as the famed
songwriter Percy French and defiant poet Niall Mac Giolla
Bhrighde.



Perhaps somewhat unknown to itself, the landscape and
village structure of Creeslough have been significantly
influenced by its geomorphology and geology. Located in
a glacial valley at the base of the Derryveagh Mountains
and near the coast, Creeslough's terrain was shaped by
glaciers during the last ice age, resulting in U-shaped
valleys and steep hills. Nearby mountains, like Donegal’s
majestic natural skyscrapers, Mount Errigal and
Muckish, exhibit features like cirques and ridges due

to glaciation. The region's dominant geology consists

of the Dalradian Supergroup's metamorphic rocks,
which underwent folding and faulting in the Caledonian
orogeny. These rocks resist erosion, contributing to the
area's ruggedness. Due to the steep and rough terrain,
Creeslough's development has mainly been ribboned
along the main road through the village where the ground
is flatter and more conducive to construction.

Creeslough offers the community and its visitors an awe-
inspiring landscape featuring rugged mountains, lush
valleys and rolling hills. The village is surrounded by unique
bogland ecosystems and a captivating coastline with
beaches and rocky shores, a thriving habitat for various
plants and marine life. Noteworthy natural attractions
include Derryveagh Mountains, Ards Forest Park,
Glenveagh National Park, and Sheephaven Bay. The region
also boasts several lakes such as Lough More, Glen Lough,
Glen Lake, Roosky Lake and Crees Lough.






Creeslough has two primary schools, Scoil Mhuire
(founded in 1894) and Creeslough National School
(founded in 1926). Both schools have enrolment numbers
of about 150 and 80 students, respectively. The village

is also home to Creeslough Community Childcare, a
community-driven créche for children aged 6months-4
vears, and also offers after-school care. The presence








































































To facilitate the realisation of the vision set
out in this Village Plan, a set of “Themes"”
emerged from the community engagement
process to serve as a creative link for ideas,
projects, and interventions to be implemented
over time. These themes presented an
opbportunitv to reassess issues that were often

Objectives have been developed within each
Theme, which then guided the refinement of
proposed projects and physical interventions
presented later in Section 5 of the plan.

While many of the objectives emerging

from the Themes are overlapping and
complementary, all share a common
characteristic: they embody a sense of
opportunity that arises from comprehending




























































Up to this point, the Village Plan has looked at
Creeslough's setting and character, presented the
feedback from the community and stakeholders, and
used this information to develop a series of themes and
subsequent objectives. To unlock redevelopment and
regeneration, these objectives have been used to create
an inventory of possible “projects”, which have been
further tested for prioritisation through additional public
engagement.

The following section sets out these projects in detail
along with key interventions and showcases examples

of best practice. Furthermore, a Delivery Roadmap lays
out the essentials for execution: project priority, avenues
for funding, principal stakeholders for implementation,
and prospective timelines. This comprehensive guide
serves as a delivery roadmap, steering Creeslough in the
riaht direction for the successful realisation of our shared

The map overleaf shows a series of spatially based projects
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catalyst for regeneration. With the potential to bring
the community together and also attract visitors to
enjoy the village, this project holds the promise of
creating a hive of activity where people gather to
experience Creeslough’s warmth and hospitality.
Where anyone can stop-in, enjoy the local offerings,
catch-up with friends, and enjoy spending time in the

village.

The following interventions have been separated into
short- and medium to long- term categories. These

are aspirational timeframes, not deadlines, that serve



innovation and technology.
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challenge of derelict and disused properties,
leading to a prevailing sense of lost opportunity.
However, within this challenge lies immense
potential for revitalisation and transformation.
By introducing much-needed uses to these
buildings, we have the opportunity to breathe
new life into the village, creating an attractive
and vibrant streetscape and stimulating economic
growth. Despite previous facelifts, the true
catalyst for change lies in the revitalisation of

the remaining derelict and disused properties, as
it holds the key to reshaping the streetscape and
cultivating an overall appealing and pedestrian-
friendly space for all to enjoy, while providing
essential space for a mix of uses such as ground

floor commerce and upper floor residential.
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with significant potential. The project proposes a
high-quality facility in proximity to the proposed
Community Regeneration Project that develops

a contemporary visitor attraction and facilitates
public access to the water. The project could
harness this potential to deliver an attraction
unique to Creeslough whilst still encouraging
people to visit the village centre. The provision
of dedicated water recreation could be a powerful
catalyst in supporting the growth of the tourism

sector.












This project seeks to create a vibrant, attractive,
safe, and accessible network of walkways

and trails linking the proposed Community
Regeneration Hub to the village centre, with
onwards links to Doe Castle, Duntally Woods,
Owencarrow Viaduct, Ards Forest Park, and
beyond to regional greenways. The development
of a secondary movement network around the
village was a priority for many of those who
took part in consultation for the Plan. The Green
Links would enhance connectivity between the

village core, residential areas, education and



to schools, the shop, and the chapel. Further expansion of

to nearby destinations. Off-road connections to Ards Forest,
Doe Castle, Muckish Trail, Duntally Woods, and Owencarrow
Viaduct are all proposed. The integration with proposed
regional trails such as the Letterkenny to Burtonport
Greenway are also proposed.









Empowering the Local Community
& Transformational Place Making:
Community Regeneration at The Field

By using an existing key asset in the Village,
the Creeslough Community Regeneration
Project Phase 1 offers a major opportunity to
transform underutilised land into a Community
Hub, while acting as a catalyst for regeneration
of adjacent lands through the creation of public
spaces and interconnected pathways. The
proposed development, informed by community
consultation and evidenced by community need,
plans to deliver vital community infrastructure
and facilities. It is expected to provide a new
place for community life that will support
Creeslough on a journey towards a vibrant,
healthy, well serviced, socially inclusive and

sustainable community.



village and wider community.
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Creeslough’s busy main street (the N56

route) gives a sense of disconnect from its
surroundings, with limited direct connections to
nature through play or respite. The Community
Regeneration Project Phase 1 (see Priority
Project 5) offers additional opportunity to expand
through the transformation of adjacent lands

and the creation of green public spaces and



increasing climate resilience. SuDS reduce flood risks and
protect the environment, offering functional, attractive
community spaces that benefit both nature and residents,
while promoting creativity and recreation through play

and sensory features. These can be enhanced with other
sustainable design principles, such as rainwater harvesting,
native nlantina and ern-rnanariniia waste mananement

raise awareness about the village's natural environment.
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often results in large volumes of high-speed
traffic and an overwhelming dominance of the
car. With a lack of parking facilities, footpaths
are frequently used and blocked by parked cars.
The lack of proper cycle facilities furthermore
limits the village’s accessibility and safety. These
“challenges” present great opportunities for the

village to transform into a more inviting and



introduction of the speed limit is supported by the recently










Revitalising Streets, Transforming Spaces

An environmental improvement scheme geared
towards improving the visual appearance of
individual properties or features of Creeslough
could transform the streetscape and help bring
underutilised buildings and spaces back into
positive use. Phase 1 of the incentive scheme
could be focused on initiatives to repair, improve,
upgrade or restore the front of shops, businesses,

or commercial premises.
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and that’s why a focus on enhancing the

key gateways into the village is so crucial.

By investing in aesthetic and functional
improvements, the aim is to create a compelling
sense of arrival that immediately captures the
essence of our community. More than just

a facelift: it enriches the overall Creeslough

experience, offering residents and visitors an
























A Toolkit for Change

A Village Design Toolkit would serve as a key reference
for guiding aesthetic and functional improvements
in Creeslough, focusing on elements such as
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L aniu e
Croi Conaithe (Towns) Fund
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland
(SEAI)

LEADER Programme

European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF)

Community-Based LEADER Approach






Rural Regeneration and Development
Fund (RRDF)

LEADER Programme

European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF)

Community-Based LEADER Approach
Local community fundraising

leam

LOITIMUIILY LINKS
Manager / Towns
Team

Donegal County
Council and
Creeslough
Community
Association

FISNeries irelana, Ifsn vvater >arety
Noneaal. Potential nartners/oneratars

Lanaowners, voi, NIA, VUL Fiannimny
and Development, DCC Community,
DDC Roads & Transportation, National
Parks and Wildlife Service.

Land Trustees, DCC Working Group,
Department of Rural and Community
Development, Creeslough Community
Association, Local Schools, Senior
Citizens, Local Businesses, Public.
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Fund (TIIF)
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland
(SEAI)
Failte Ireland
Town and Village Renewal Scheme
Rural Regeneration and Development
Fund (RRDF)

e am g

European Regional Development Fund

vviiairte service.






Kural Kegeneration and Ueveiopment 1leam
Fund (RRDF)

LEADER Programme

European Regional Development Fund

(ERDF)

Community-Based LEADER Approach

Community Led Development

Programme

Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland

P

Programme

DULL bepartments (Flanning ana
Develonment. Communitv and
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Council Community Association.






curopean kegional veveiopment Funa
(ERDF)

Community-Based LEADER Approach
Community Led Development
Programme

Croi Conaithe (Towns) Fund

Failte Ireland

Local community fundraising






Town and Village Renewal Scheme
Rural Regeneration and Development
Fund (RRDF)

LEADER Programme

European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF)

Community-Based LEADER Approach

Community-Based LEADER Approach
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Failte Ireland
Local community fundraising
Public-private partnerships
Corporate sponsorships
Town and Village Renewal Scheme
Rural Regeneration and Development
Fund (RRDF)

DCC Community and Culture, Economic
Nov atr












